HENRY'S   DEFIANCE              2I?
Katharine would have no compromise, nor did it
suit Cromwell or Anne, though the former was
apparently anxious to avoid offending the Emperor.
Parliament, moreover, was summoned for the
i5th January 1534, to give the sanction of the
nation to Henry's final defiance ,of Rome; and
persistence in the path to which the King's desire
for a son and his love for Anne had dragged
England, was now the only course open to him.
Suffolk and a deputation of councillors were con-
sequently sent once more with an ultimatum to
Katharine. Accompanied by a large armed force
to intimidate the Queen and the people who sur-
rounded her, the deputation saw her on the i8th
December; and Suffolk demanded that she should
recognise Cranmer's decision and abandon her
appeal to Rome; whilst her household and herself
were to take the oath of allegiance to the King in
the new form provided. The alternative was that
she should be deprived of her servants and be
removed to Fotheringay or Sornersame, seated in
the midst of pestilential marshes.1 Suffolk was
rough in his manner, and made short work of the
English household, nearly all of whom were dis-
missed and replaced by others; but he found
Katharine the same hard woman as ever. Con-
sidering all the King had done for her and hers,
he said, it was disgraceful that she should worry
him as she had done for years, putting him to vast
expense in embassies to Rome and elsewhere, and
keeping him in turmoil with his neighbours. Surely
she had grown tired of her obstinacy by this time,
i Katharine had shortly before complained of the insalubrity of Buckden
a,n$ its distance from London.